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Welcome to the
Mere Literary Festival

Thanks to our sponsors: Compton Smith Interiors and The Hill Brush Factory.

And to our advertisers: Body Talk, Fi Boyle Garden Design, Woolley & Wallis Estate Agents,  
FHJ Chalke, Hayley’s Hair Design, Sprout & Flower, Mere Pharmacy, Jeans Electrical and Farnfields 
Solicitors.

The Mere Literary Festival also wishes to thank: Lesley Traves and Johnny Fenn Photography.

The Mere Literary Festival is the 
fundraising arm of the Mere & District 
Link Scheme (Registered Charity No. 
1062328) which is a local voluntary 
group based in Mere. This scheme 
provides transport at times of need 
for hospital appointments, which are 
not covered by the local ambulance 
or Medicar services, as well as helping 
people with shopping and other visits 
to enhance an individual’s quality 
of life. Transport is also provided 
for appointments at local surgeries, 
dentists, opticians and to enable people 
to visit sick relatives.

The Link Scheme volunteers give their 
time free of charge but petrol, vehicle 

running costs, telephone charges and 
administration costs have to be met.
Your support enables the scheme 
to provide this invaluable service to 
the local communities in the villages 
of Bourton, Zeals, Pertwood, Silton, 
Stourton with Gasper, Kilmington, 
Maiden Bradley, Kingston Deverill, 
Monkton Deverill, Mere, and West 
Knoyle.

If you need help with transport 
please call 01747 860096.

If you would like to volunteer to help 
with this valuable community work, 
please call 01747 860096.
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EVENTS  |  11.10.21 Monday

Fanny Charles and  
Gay Pirrie-Weir  
– Deepest Wiltshire
Monday 11th October

2.00pm

£9.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street  

Hamish de Bretton-
Gordon, in conversation 
with John Russell  
– Chemical Warrior
Monday 11th October

4.00pm

£9.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street  

CHILDREN’S EVENT
Patrick Caruth 
– Woodlice World
Monday 11th October

3.00pm, 3.30pm & 

4.00pm

No charge

The Angel Tea Rooms

What does ‘Deepest 
Wiltshire’ mean to 
you? Former Mere 
residents Fanny 
Charles and Gay 
Pirrie-Weir will be 
talking about their 

book on our county of Wiltshire.

The land of “chalk and cheese” – the 
sheep-rich chalk downs of the south and 
the cheese-making dairy country of the 
north – it is an ancient place that is full 
of contrasts.

It is a county of extremes; a county 
where the military and the church still 
dominate; a county of vast open spaces 
and deep secrets. It has one of the 
world’s greatest buildings – Salisbury 
Cathedral – and one of the world’s 
enduring prehistoric mysteries  
– Silbury Hill.

Deepest Wiltshire is an exploration of the 
layers of this beautiful county... from 
its peaceful green heart to the bustling 
commerce of the Thames corridor, from 

Maximum 20 people for each half hour session

the prehistoric past of Stonehenge, 
aurochs and burial mounds to the  
21st century technology of the UK  
Space Agency. 

This talk promises a great deal  
of local interest. They have 
also written two other 
‘Deepest’ books on  
our neighbouring 
counties of Dorset  
and Somerset.

For 30 years, Hamish 
has served and 
volunteered in conflict 
zones around the 
world. As the army’s 
foremost chemical 
weapons expert, he 
built a unique first-hand 

understanding of how to prevent attacks 
and train doctors on the frontline – 
saving countless lives in the process.

When Patrick’s young children 
discovered woodlice under the 
flowerpots he decided to write a story 
about them and Woodlice World was 
born. Patrick has written three books 
for children on this theme, all beautifully 

After suffering near-death experiences 
time and again, Hamish discovered 
he had a ticking time bomb in his own 
chest: a heart condition called Sudden 
Death Syndrome that could kill him at 
any time. But with a new awareness for 
the fragility of life, he fought harder to 
make his count.

Despite facing extraordinary personal 
danger, Hamish has unearthed evidence 
of multiple chemical attacks in Syria and 
continues to advise the government at 
the highest level, including, of particular 
local interest, the 2018 Novichok 
poisoning in Salisbury. John Russell will 
be asking Hamish to share his unique 
world of battlefield 
expertise and 
humanitarian work and 
talking about the 2018 
Salisbury attack.

‘Chemical Warrior is a thrilling story  
of bravery and compassion.’
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illustrated by Jenny Noscoe. Patrick is 
also a pilot, he lives in Somerset with  
his family and a garden full of woodlice 
and newts!

Patrick will be reading from his books 
which will be a delight for children from 
ages 3-6. Come along at one of the 
stated times shown above with your 
children for them to enjoy these stories 
with perhaps a drink and cake too.



EVENTS  |  11.10.21 Monday (continued)

Little stands between her and the abyss 
of destitution. When these two very 
different women meet in the strangest 
of circumstances, a powerful friendship 
is sparked. Frankie sweeps Anne into  
a world of splendour that exceeds all 
she imagined: a Court whose foreign 
King is a stranger to his own subjects; 
where ancient families fight for power, 
and where the sovereign’s favourite  
may rise and rise – so long as he 
remains in favour.

With the marriage of their talents,  
Anne and Frankie enter this extravagant, 
savage hunting ground, seeking a little 
happiness for themselves. But as they 
gain notice, they also gain enemies; 
what began as a search 
for love and safety 
leads to desperate  
acts that could cost 
them everything. 

‘Sumptuous … If you’re feeling bereft 
after finishing The Mirror and The 
Light, let Jago transport you back to 
the Jacobean court’. 
The Telegraph

How to book
•  Online via www.mereliteraryfestival.com (there is a small booking fee attached to 

the process).

•  By telephone via our booking agent TicketSource on 0333 666 3366. Monday 
to Friday 9.00am-7.00pm and Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm. Please note, there is an 
additional charge of £1.75 per booking for this service.

•  At the Mere Library (cash only) Monday afternoons, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturday mornings. 

• By cheque using the form below and enclosing a self addressed envelope.

Send this form WITH A STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE to:
Mere Literary Festival, Castleton House, Castle Street, Mere, Wiltshire, BA12 6JE

Event No. of tickets Price Total

Overall total

Name

Address

Postcode

Tel number

I enclose a cheque for

Mere Literary Festival 2021  |  5

✁

Lucy Jago is an award-
winning and critically 
acclaimed writer of 
fiction and non-fiction. 
Her first book, The 
Northern Lights won 
the National Biography 

prize. Lucy joins us to talk about her 
debut novel – A Net for Small Fishes 
which was published earlier this year to 
great applause and has recently been 
chosen by The Sunday Times, Guardian 
and on the BBC as a Summer Reading 
recommendation.

Based on the true scandal that rocked 
the court of James I, A Net for Small Fishes 
is the most gripping novel you’ll read this 
year: an exhilarating dive into the pitch-
dark waters of the Jacobean court.

Frances Howard has beauty and a 
powerful family – and is the most 
unhappy creature in the world. Anne 
Turner has wit and talent – but no  
stage on which to display them.  
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Lucy Jago, in 
conversation with 
Richard Hopton  
– A Net for Small Fishes
Monday 11th October

7.00pm

£10.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street 

Ticket sales will be from Saturday 28th August for ‘Friends’ of the Literary 
Festival, general ticket sales will be available from Saturday 4th September.

http://www.mereliteraryfestival.com
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Writer’s Workshop  
with Tom Bromley
Tuesday 12th October

11.00am

£15.00 per person

The Lecture Hall, Salisbury Street

We are thrilled that Tom Bromley is 
coming to Mere to give this year’s 
Writer’s Workshop; ‘Some Points of View 
on Points of View’.

In this workshop, Tom will look at the 
challenges and difficulties when deciding 
which point of view to tell your story 
from. What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of writing in first and third 
person? What is the difference between 
third close and a more omniscient 
telling? What are the pitfalls and classic 
mistakes to avoid in ensuring that your 
viewpoint remains consistent? And what 
difference is made between writing your 
story in present or past tense?

Tom is a hugely-experienced author, 
editor, creative writing teacher and 
ghost (not the scary kind). He is the 
internationally bestselling and prize-
winning ghostwriter of fifteen books, 
author of a dozen more under his own 
name and editor of over a hundred 
titles. Tom has taught novel writing for 
the Faber Academy for the last seven 
years and is the Director of Fiction for 
the Professional Writing Academy. He 

also founded and hosts the monthly 
Salisbury Writing Circle, the largest 
writing group in Wiltshire. Tom is a 
syndicated arts columnist 
for various newspapers 
in the south-west and 
book reviewer for 
the regional Living 
Magazines.

Keeping readers on the 
edge of their seats.  
A crime writer’s forum
Tuesday 12th October

2.00pm

£9.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street

Best selling crime writers 
Karen Hamilton and 
Liv Matthews talk to 
local author Clare 
Empson about the art 
of building suspense, 
creating thrilling 
characters and mind-
bending twists, their 
writing process and 
how they keep those 
pages turning.

Karen Hamilton is author of Sunday 
Times bestseller The Perfect Girlfriend  
and The Last Wife. Her latest novel  

Karen Hamilton

Liv M atthews
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Andrew Lownie – Traitor 
King: The Scandalous 
Exile of the Duke and 
Duches of Windsor
Tuesday 12th October

7.00pm

£12.00 per person

St Michael’s Church, Church Street

Beginning his 
astonishing biography 
at the moment most 
turn away, bestselling 
historian Andrew Lownie 
reveals the dramatic 
lives of the Windsors 
post-abdication. 

This is a story of a Royal shut out by 
his family and forced into exile; of the 
Nazi attempts to recruit the Duke to 
their cause, and of why the Duke, as 
Governor of the Bahamas, tried to shut 
down the investigation into the murder 
of a close friend. 

It is a story of a couple obsessed with 
their status, financially exploiting their 
position, and manipulating the media 
to portray themselves as victims. The 
Windsors were, in their day, the most 
glamorous exiles in the world, flitting 
from sumptuously appointed mansions 
in the south of France to luxurious 
residences in Palm Beach. But they  

were spoiled, selfish people, obsessed  
with their image and revelling in 
adulterous affairs. 

Drawing upon hitherto unexplored 
archives, Lownie shows how their 
glittering, brittle world was riddled with 
treachery and betrayal, and why the 
Royal family never forgave the Duke for 
choosing love over duty.

With uncanny modern parallels Traitor 
King tells the story of a royal exiled  
with his wife, turning his back on duty, 
his family and using his position for 
financial gain.

Traitor King is published 
in August 2021.  
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The Ex-Husband features a female con 
artist who finds the roles are reversed 
when one of her victims seeks revenge. 
The Woman in Cabin 10 meets Catch Me 
if You Can.

Liv Matthews’ debut thriller The Prank 
examines the fallout from a reality TV 
programme that has devastating and 
long lasting consequences.

Both novels take the theme of revenge 
and examine it in very 
different ways.

Psychological thriller 
and local writer Clare 
Empson is author  
of two novels HIM  
and MINE.

Keith Stuart,  
in conversation with 
Celia Middleton 
– The Frequency of Us
Tuesday 12th October

4.00pm

£9.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street

We’re thrilled to be welcoming Keith back 
to our Festival again this year. He will be 
discussing his latest novel, The Frequency 
of Us which was a BBC2 Between the 
Covers Book Club pick.

Set in Second World 
War Bath, young, naive 
wireless engineer 
Will meets Austrian 
refugee Elsa Klein: she 
is sophisticated, witty 
and worldly, and at last 
his life seems to make 

sense ... until, soon after, the couple’s 
home is bombed, and Will awakes from 
the wreckage to find himself alone.

No one has heard of Elsa Klein.  
They say he was never married.

70 years later, social worker Laura is 
battling her way out of depression 
and off medication. Her new case is a 
strange, isolated old man whose house 
hasn’t changed since the war. A man 
who insists his wife vanished many, 
many years before. Everyone thinks he’s 
suffering dementia. But Laura begins to 
suspect otherwise ...

“Keith consulted Bath historians and 
researched local newspapers of the era 
to accurately capture the 
Bath of the 1930s and 
1940s – a very different 
city to the one we 
know today.”

‘From Keith Stuart, author of A Boy 
Made of Blocks, comes a stunning, 
emotional novel about an impossible 
mystery and a true love that refuses  
to die.’

Mere Literary Festival 2021  |  9

Clare Empson



EVENTS  |  13.10.21 Wednesday

10  |  mereliteraryfestival.com Mere Literary Festival 2021  |  11

Claire Fuller, in 
conversation with Jo Hall 
– Unsettled Ground
Wednesday 13th October

2.00pm

£10.00 per person

St Michael’s Church, Church Street

Stephen Fabes  
– Signs of Life
Wednesday 13th October

7.00pm

£10.00 per person

St Michael’s Church, Church Street

Stephen Moss, in 
conversation with  
Jack Ozanne  
– Skylarks with Rosie
Wednesday 13th October

4.00pm

£9.00 per person

St Michael’s Church, Church Street

Bestselling author 
Claire Fuller will be 
discussing her fourth 
book Unsettled Ground 
– shortlisted for the 
Women’s Prize for 
Fiction 2021.

In sharp yet sumptuous prose, Fuller 
paints a stunning portrait of two  
middle-aged twins whose carefully 
cultivated existence on the fringes of 
society begins to unravel following the 
death of their mother.

What if the life you have always known 
is taken from you in an instant?

What would you do to get it back?

Twins Jeanie and Julius have always 
been different from other people.  
At 51 years old, they still live with their 
mother, Dot, in rural isolation and 
poverty. Inside the walls of their old 
cottage they make music, and in the 
garden they grow (and sometimes kill) 
everything they need for sustenance.

Dr Stephen Fabes will 
be speaking about 
his book Signs of Life 
in which he gives an 
account of spending  
six years cycling around 
the world.

Stephen Fabes left his job as a junior 
doctor and set out to cycle around 
the world, frontline medicine quickly 
faded from his mind. Of more pressing 
concern were the daily challenges of life 
as an unfit rider on an overloaded bike, 
helplessly in thrall to pastries.

But leaving medicine behind is not as 
easy as it seems.

As he roves continents, he finds people 
whose health has suffered through 
exile, stigma or circumstance, and 
others, whose lives have been saved 
through kindness and community. After 
encountering a frozen body of a monk 
in the Himalayas, he is drawn ever more 
to healthcare at the margins of the 
world, to crumbling sanitoriums and 
refugee camps, to city dumps and  

As spring arrives, Stephen Moss’s 
Somerset garden is awash with 
birdsong: chiffchaffs, wrens, robins and 
more. Overhead, buzzards soar, ravens 
tumble and the season gathers pace.

But when Dot dies suddenly, threats 
to their livelihood start raining down. 
Jeanie and Julius would do anything to 
preserve their small sanctuary against 
the perils of the outside world, even as 
their mother’s secrets begin to unravel, 
putting everything they thought they 
knew about their lives at stake.

Unsettled Ground is a heart-stopping 
novel of betrayal and resilience, love 
and survival. It is a portrait of life on the 
fringes of society that explores  
with dazzling emotional 
power how we can build 
our lives on broken 
foundations, and spin 
light from darkness.

But this equinox is 
unlike any other. As 
the nation goes into 
lockdown, Stephen 
records the wildlife 
around his home, with 
his fox-red Labrador, 
Rosie, by his side. 

When old routines fall away, and blue 
skies are no longer crisscrossed by 
contrails, they discover the bumblebees, 
butterflies and birdsong on their  
local patch.

This evocative account underlines how  
a global crisis changed the way we relate 
to the natural world, giving us hope for 
the future. And it puts down a marker 
for a new normal: when, during that 
brief but unforgettable spring, nature 
gave us comfort, hope and joy.

Stephen Moss is one of Britain’s 
leading nature writers, broadcasters 
and wildlife television producers, 
specialising in birds and British 
wildlife. A lifelong naturalist, he is 
passionate about communicating the 
wonders of the natural 
world to the widest 
possible audience. 
His TV credits include 
Springwatch and The 
Nature of Britain. 



EVENTS  |  13.10.21 Wednesday (continued)

war-torn hospital wards. And as he 
learns the value of listening to lives – not 
just solving diagnostic puzzles – Stephen 
challenges us to see care for the sick as 
a duty born of our humanity, and our 
compassion.

Signs of Life was published in hardback 
in August 2020 and the paperback 
in August this year. His writing has 
appeared in the national 
press and the BBC, he 
is also a fellow of the 
Royal Geographical 
Society.

COMMUNITY EVENT
Mere Gardening Club,  
Robin Walter – Living 
with Trees
Wednesday 13th October

7.30pm

The Grove Building, Church Street

Living with Trees is a 
cornucopia of practical 
information, good 
examples and new 
ideas that will inspire, 
guide and encourage 
people to reconnect 
with the trees and 

woods in their community, so we can 
all discover how to value, celebrate and 
protect our arboreal neighbours, guide 
and encourage people to reconnect 
with the trees and woods in their 
community, so we can all 
value, celebrate and 
protect our arboreal 
neighbours. 

Retiring donations
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Getting more from your 
reading with Jo Hall
Thursday 14th October

11.00am

£15.00 per person

United Reform Church, 
Boar Street

Robin Handbury Tenison 
OBE – Taming The Four 
Horsemen
Thursday 14th October

4.00pm

£10.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street

BOOK CLUB EVENT
Louise Hare, in 
conversation with Mary 
Guiver – This Lovely City
Thursday 14th October

2.00pm

£9.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar StreetJo Hall will be sharing her knowledge 
and helping us to explore different ways 
of approaching the books we read in 
order to enjoy them further through 
appreciating the skills of the writer. 

Much of this session will focus on the 
writer/reader relationship and how 
this can deepen our understanding of 
a novel, with reference in this instance 
to Atonement by Ian McEwan. Whilst it is 
not necessary to have read Atonement, 
some knowledge of the novel will be  
of benefit. 

Jo read English and 
Drama at the 
University of Reading 
and until recently 
taught both subjects 
at A Level at Gillingham 
School.

Robin Hanbury-Tenison 
is an explorer with a 
conscience. He has 
spent much of his life 
travelling in the world’s 
rainforests and deserts 
and campaigning to 
protect both them and 

their people. One of the few remaining 
explorers who merits the name. He 
believes that the spirit of exploration is 
alive and well and never more needed 

Again this year we’ll be 
hosting a ‘Book Club’ 
event. This will give you 
a chance to discuss and 
debate with the author, 
the questions that arise 
from the book – This 
Lovely City.

A soaring debut set in London in the 
aftermath of the Second World War,  
This Lovely City charts the course of a 
jazz musician newly arrived in London 
on the Empire Windrush, and the 
opportunity, excitement, prejudice and 
love he finds in the dizzying metropolis.

The drinks are flowing.  
The music is playing.  
But the party can’t last.

Atmospheric, poignant and compelling, 
Louise Hare’s debut shows that new 
arrivals have always been the prime 
suspects. But, also, that there is  
always hope.

Limited  to 30  people

This Lovely City (HQ) was on the shortlist 
for the Royal Society of Literature 
Ondaatje Prize 2021 and a book choice 
on the BBC2 programme ‘Between  
the Covers’ .

We hope you will read this book prior 
to the event, either as an 
individual or as part of a 
Book Club group. This 
discussion is definitely 
open to all.

than now, as we begin to realise how 
little we really understand our world 
and, rapidly we are destroying it.

He is coming to Mere to discuss his 
latest book, Taming the Four Horsemen, 
which is a powerful polemic of the major 
threats facing the world today and 
how they can be overcome. It is truly 
remarkable that the first chapter in this 
book forecast a major global pandemic 
which, shortly after its publication, 
infested the world as COVID-19. Robin 
himself miraculously survived Covid-19 
after seven weeks in intensive care.

Robin is the author of over twenty-five 
books, most of which are still in print, 
he has also become celebrated as a 
photographer. He still travels widely, 
lecturing and visiting expeditions in  
the field. 

In 2015-16 he celebrated his 80th year 
by undertaking eight 
challenges, starting 
with the London 
Marathon, which 
raised over £80,000 for 
Survival International.
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Week at a glance
Monday 11.10.21
TIME EVENT VENUE PRICE

2.00pm Fanny Charles and Gay Pirrie-Weir United Reform Church  £9.00 per person 
 – Deepest Wiltshire

3.00pm Childrens Event – Patrick Caruth  The Angel Tea Rooms Free entry 
3.30pm Childrens Event – Patrick Caruth  The Angel Tea Rooms Free entry  
4.00pm Childrens Event – Patrick Caruth  The Angel Tea Rooms Free entry

4.00pm Hamish de Bretton-Gorden  United Reform Church  £9.00 per person 
 – Chemical Warrior

7.00pm Lucy Jago – A Net for Small Fishes United Reform Church  £10.00 per person

Tuesday 12.10.21
TIME EVENT VENUE PRICE

11.00am Writers Workshop with  Lecture Hall £15.00 per person 
 Tom Bromley 

2.00pm Keeping readers on the edge of United Reform Church £9.00 per person 
 their seats – crime writer’s forum  

4.00pm Keith Stuart – The Frequency of Us United Reform Church £9.00 per person

7.00pm Andrew Lownie – Traitor King  St Michael’s Church £12.00 per person

Thursday 14.10.21
TIME EVENT VENUE PRICE

11.00am Getting more with your reading United Reform Church  £15.00 per person 
 with Jo Hall

2.00pm Louise Hare – This Lovely City United Reform Church  £9.00 per person 
 

4.00pm Robin Handbury Tenison  United Reform Church £10.00 per person 
 – Taming The Four Horsemen

7.00pm Richard Hopton – The Straits St Michael’s Church £9.00 per person 
 of Trechery    

Friday 15.10.21
TIME EVENT VENUE PRICE

11.00am Foraging walk with Dave Hamilton Meet at the Clock Tower £15.00 per person 
 – Where The Wild Things Grow  to include £5.00   
   voucher against 
   the purchase of   
   his foraging book

12.00pm Ian Durst – Politics and a Pint The Butt of Sherry £10.00 per person

2.00pm Xinran – Discussion about China United Reform Church £10.00 per person

4.00pm Roger Morgan Grenville  United Reform Church £9.00 per person 
 – Shearwater

7.00pm Band – Kind of Blue The Grove Building £10.00 per person

Wednesday 13.10.21
TIME EVENT VENUE PRICE

2.00pm Claire Fuller – Unsettled Ground St Michael’s Church £10.00 per person

4.00pm Stephen Moss – Skylarks with Rosie St Michael’s Church £9.00 per person

7.00pm Stephen Fabes – Signs of Life St Michael’s Church £10.00 per person

7.30pm Mere Gardening Club The Grove Building Retiring Donations
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Richard Hopton – The 
Straits of Treachery
Thursday 14th October

7.00pm

£9.00 per person

St Michael’s Church, Church Street

Local author Richard 
Hopton will be 
discussing his first 
novel, The Straits of 
Treachery. It is a tale 
of Napoleonic derring-
do set in Messina in 
1810, during the British 

occupation of Sicily. The hero, George 
Warne, is a young British officer who 
takes part in a raid across the Straits of 

Messina to disrupt preparations for the 
French invasion of the island. When the 
raid is repulsed with heavy casualties, 
Warne begins to suspect treachery back 
in Messina and is ordered to investigate, 
plunging him a shadowy underworld 
of spies, traitors, and informers where 
nothing is quite as it seems and where 
danger lurks around every corner.

If the long-threatened French invasion 
erupts will Sicily’s defenders be 
prepared?

The Straits of Treachery was published 
last year by Allison & 
Busby and won the 
Society of Army 
Historical Research’s 
Fiction Prize for 2020.
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Dave Hamilton – 
Foraging Walk
Friday 15th October

11.00 am

£15.00 per person (£5.00 

voucher against a copy of Where The 

Wild Things Grow)

Meet at the Clock Tower
Politics and a Pint 
with Ian Dunt
Friday 15th October

12.00pm

£10.00 per person

The Butt of Sherry, Castle Street

Xinran in conversation 
with Simon Levey
Friday 15th October

2.00pm

£10.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
in conversation with 
Mike Drummond-Smith 
–  Shearwater
Friday 15th October

4.00pm

£9.00 per person

United Reform Church, Boar Street

Dave will take a  
group around Mere 
on a foraging walk  
in a mix of urban  
and rural areas. His 
recent book Where 
The Wild Things Grow 
takes us on a journey 

through the forager’s landscape.

Drawing on 25 years of foraging 
experience, Dave Hamilton will show you 
how and where to hunt for the food that 
is hidden all around us. He will delve into 
the forgotten histories and science of 
wild foods and their habitats and reveals 
his many foraging secrets and tips. 

In all weathers, landscapes and seasons, 
Dave can show you that 
foraging doesn’t just 
introduce you to new 
tastes and sensations, 
it also brings you 
closer to the natural 
world on your doorstep.

Enjoy a pint and a big 
political discussion with 
Ian Dunt author of How 
to be a Liberal.

Ian Dunt is a British 
author, political 
journalist and 

broadcaster. He is the editor of Politics.
co.uk and a host on the Remainiacs 
podcast. He is also the author of ‘Brexit: 
What The Hell Happens Now?’, and his 
latest book is How to be a Liberal. 

From Brexit Britain to Trump’s America 
to Orban’s Hungary, liberalism is under 
attack. In a soaring narrative that 
stretches from the English Civil War to 
the 2008 financial crash and the rise of 
populism, Ian Dunt tells the epic story of 
the development of liberal thought …

Xinran is a British-Chinese journalist, 
author, speaker, and advocate for 
women’s issues. She was a popular 
radio personality in China with a call-in 
program named “Words on the Night 
Breeze” which became China’s first 
agony aunt programme. Thousands 
of women contacted her to tell their 
stories, and for the first time women’s 
voices and experiences were being 
heard – they told of rape, incest, 
violence and childhood 
abuse. Xinran was well 
known for travelling 
extensively in China 
to interview women 
for her work and 

Nestled by the roadside, peeking 
through the hedgerows, hidden in  
the woods and even in city streets  
and parks, wild food is all around us  
– if you know where to look.

He writes for a variety 
of newspapers and 
magazines and 
appears regularly on 
TV and radio and is 
really active on twitter 
with in excess of 330,000 
followers on twitter.

Former army officer 
Roger Morgan-Grenville 
will be talking about his 
fifth book – Shearwater.  

Part memoir, part 
homage to wilderness,  
Shearwater traces the 

author’s 50-year obsession with one of 
nature’s supreme travellers.  

Ten weeks into its life, a Manx 
shearwater chick will emerge from its 
burrow and fly 8,000 miles from the 
west coast of the British Isles to the 
South Atlantic. It will be unlikely to touch 
land again for four years.

discovered that women had no idea 
how to talk about themselves. In family 
tradition, in education, in society, even 
if you asked them, women had never 
talked about what happened in their 
own lives.  

Limitednumbers

Limitednumbers
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Music from  
Kind of Blue
Friday 15th October

7.00 pm doors open  

at 6.30 pm

£10.00 per person – tables of 4 or 6

The Grove Building, Church Street

To close the Festival, local band ‘Kind of 
Blue’ will be performing for us. 

They will be playing a selection of 
Blues from slower and country blues to 
danceable numbers all of which is great 
for listening, lifting the spirits and move 
to as well. 

The band is run by Alan Benson (ex 
Mere resident) now from Gillingham, 
a retired professional musician; the 
vocalist is Vicky Louth from Tisbury, 
Mike Durkee plays guitar, Steve Fletcher 
on bass and drums from Matt Glide  
(all Mere residents).

So bring friends, a picnic and wine and 
help celebrate the end of the festival. 

Bring your own picnic and drinks
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Shearwater is described by Mary Colwell 
(Curlew Moon) as ‘a book that ignites 
joy and warmth’ – unpicks the science 
behind its incredible journey; and into 
the story of a year in the shearwater’s 
life, throughout the book Roger threads 
the inspirational influence of his 
Hebridean grandmother who instilled 
in him a love of wild places and wild 
animals.

Full of lightly-worn knowledge, acute 
human observation and  
self-deprecating  
humour, Shearwater  
brings to life a truly  
mysterious and  
charismatic bird.
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Parking in Mere

There are two free car parks  
(see maps on the back of this 
programme), use the Castle Street car 
park for events in The Grove Building 
and St Michael’s Church. For events in 
The Lecture Hall and United Reform 
Church use the Salisbury Street car park. 
Parking is free in the centre of Mere.

Accessibility

All our venues have wheelchair access 
and lavatories on site.

Visit www.mereliteraryfestival.com 
for updates and information

Timings 

Talks usually last an hour and doors 
will open 20 minutes before an event. 
We endeavour to start all events on 
time. Programmes and performers 
maybe subject to change. We reserve 
the right to substitute a speaker if 
circumstances dictate.  All information 
in this programme is correct at the 
time of going to press. Children 
under 16 must be accompanied by a 
responsible adult (over 18 years of age). 
We cannot accept responsibility for 
unaccompanied children, and adults 
are expected to purchase a ticket.

http://www.mereliteraryfestival.com


Become a festival friend

•  Advance notification of the festival 
programme. 

•  Advance priority booking of tickets, 
up to one week a head and a 
maximum of two tickets per person. 
Unlimited events.

•   Priority seating where applicable.

•      Invitation to attend the annual
 Fri end’s Party.

•  The opportunity to become
 involved with the Mere Literary
 Festival.

The Friends of the Festival will
provide much needed support
to the organisers which will
help to attract writers and
promote the festival.

The annual cost is £15.00 per adult
or £25.00 per couple living at the

same address.

Fill in the form opposite.  
Cut out and send the completed 

form to:

Mere Literary Festival
c/o Castleton House

Castle Street
Mere

Wiltshire
BA12 6JE

Any queries email:
contact@mereliteraryfestival.com

Friends Membership Application Form 2021

First name

Surname

First name

Surname

Address

Postcode

Tel number

Email

 •  I enclose a cheque, payable to ‘Mere Literary Festival’

 Single membership        Joint membership       (please tick appropriate box)

•  I would like to pay: Standing order     payable annually on 1 March

•  I have made a bank transfer with this reference:                                           (please indicate)

MLF Bank details: Name: Lloyds Bank Sort code: 309345 A/C No: 00282562

Date  
 
  Signature  

 
  

Single Membership £15  |  Joint Membership £25
Please cut out and send the completed form to:
Mere Literary Festival, c/o Castleton House, Castle Street, Mere, Wiltshire, BA12 6JE.
Any queries email: contact@mereliteraryfestival.com

✁
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